I-Search for a Way to Contribute

An I-Search is an informal research paper.  It is written mostly in narrative form (using first person/ “I”) and chronological order.  It is a paper telling a story of how and what you are finding about a topic.  
Developing this paper according to the following structure:
1. Write about the beginning/preparation of the assignment.
Problem:  Because you want to be a vital, contributing member of your

 

community and world, you want to find a way in which you can

 

be actively involved, and you really want to develop a project

to help in some way.  Unfortunately, there are so many areas that can use help that you don’t know where to begin.  You will have to brainstorm on your own and in your group to come up with ideas.  

· What was the assignment?

· What did you think about when you heard the assignment?

· What were your worries?

· Were you excited to do this project?  Why?

· What ideas did you come up with on your own?
· Look at your “brainstorming tool.” Give specific ideas.
· What ideas did others have?
· What were your favorite ideas?  Why?
· How did you determine in your group which project to select?
· Which project did you select?
· What were your reasons?
2. Write about the research you found.

 Requirements:  
· The I-Search paper must be typewritten following MLA Format.  This information can be found in your instructor’s website or online at Owl at Purdue University.

· Write this section as you would a formal research paper.  Make sure to use parenthetical notation.  

3. Write about the development your project.

· What was the first step in the development of your project?

· Who worked on each part of the project development?  Write about this in chronological order.   Did you have any problems with the calendar?
· What was done?

· If you spoke with someone, what was the conversation about?  What did you learn?

· If you had to schedule something, what was the process?

· Did you have to fill out special forms?  Explain.
· Did you have to make reservations?  Explain.
· Did you have to make contacts with any specific individuals?  Explain.
· Were there any requirements?  Explain.
· Were there any restrictions?  Explain.
· Reflection of development

· Did you come across any problems or anything unexpected?  If yes, what happened and how did you handle the potential problems?

· What happened that surprised you?

· What went particularly well?  What were you pleased about?

· How well prepared were you for implementing the project?  Provide examples.
4. Write about the implementation of the project.

· Describe what you felt like leading up to the project.

· How did you feel in the morning on the day of your project implementation?
· Did you meet up with your project members?  What did you talk about?  

· Describe your final preparations.

· What had to be done?

· Who accomplished each task?

· Were there any problems?  What were they?  How did you handle them?

· How were you feeling?

· What were you thinking?

· Describe the actual implementation.

· Who did what?  How did each part go?

· How did the “audience/participants” respond?

· What was enjoyable?
· What was frustrating?

· What would you do differently if you could go back in time?  How? Why?

· What would you keep the same?  Why?

· How successful was the project overall?

· What were the end results?

· What kind of feedback did you receive?  From whom?
5. Reflection.  Answer the following questions now that your project is completed.
1. How did this experience contrast with your previous classroom
 
planning, organizing, writing, communicating, and speaking
 
experiences?
2. What did you learn about the importance of communicating with new
 
audiences/groups/individuals and for a variety of purposes while
 
completing this project?  
3. What did you learn about working collaboratively? What insights have you 
developed about the value of discussing experiences, ideas, and 
strategies? If you produced a collaboratively planned project, what did you learn from this particular aspect?  Include reflection about the “True Colors Assessment” and what role it did (or could have) played in your project development.
4. What did you learn about planning for a large, collaborative project?  What

    did you learn about advertising?
5. Did your understanding of the following change through your service
 
experience? 
a) How you learn 

b) Why you value your education 
c) What you expect from an educational experience
6. What did you learn about yourself - your personal values, your cultural 
values, your gender assumptions, and your expectations and
responsibilities as a member of your campus and community and as a
citizen of our country?  
7. How do you think that the American Dream has changed from the 1920’s

 
to now?  Be thorough.  Provide examples.
8. Would you choose to be involved in a service-learning project in the
 
future? Explain your decision.
6. Attach a “Bibliography” of all of your resources whether you used them in the research portion of the paper or not.

