English 12B – 2012-2013


Instructor:  Mrs. Keglovitz
Room:  C-102
E-mail:  kkeglovitz@lowellschools.com
Classroom Website:  Access through the LHS Teacher Website at lowellschools.com
(Path:  lowellschools.com, Lowell High School, LHS Teacher Websites, Kimberly Keglovitz, Senior English 12B)
Classroom Number:  987-2990
Home Number:  682-1496 (not after 9:00 P.M. please)
Please note that the first time you email me, your email will go into my trash.  I check this often, but I ask that you put “English 12” in the subject line so that I know it is safe to open your email.  I have to be careful to only open clearly labeled mail because sometimes the content of my junk mail is shocking!

Curriculum:  State of Michigan 12.3 and 12.4 and National Common Core
Textbooks, Literature, and Film:  

Elements of Literature (Holt, Reinhart, Winston) – various selections
The Holt Handbook
The Great Gatsby

Their Eyes Were Watching God
The Grapes of Wrath

Night

Julius Caesar

Course Description/Overview

In this one-trimester English class you will focus on the theme of Social Responsibility and the American Dream.  You will read up to four novels from the following list: The Grapes of Wrath, The Great Gatsby, Their Eyes Were Watching God, and Night.  Additionally, you will read poetry, short stories, essays, and even current articles.  It is my hope that, as you read and analyze the literature, you will clarify your own beliefs and values.  Class discussion is an integral part of our class, and I will do everything I can to make sure that all voices are heard in a supportive and encouraging environment.

In addition to our literature study, you will be writing a great deal.  I will encourage you to find your voice in expository, persuasive, and creative writing.  You will have an opportunity to do some journal writing, where you can express yourself in a less formal way and keep a record of your growth and development during your senior year.  In both formal and informal writing, you will apply yourself to the review of writing conventions and vocabulary development.

Daily Structure

Students will learn and review different conventions of writing or vocabulary at the beginning of class each day.  Following this review, the class will work with a piece of literature or will work on a piece of writing; students may spend time reading, analyzing, writing, or discussing.  
Materials

Pens (blue and black ink only please), pencils, a composition book, an independent reading book, and a folder or binder.
Expectations 

· Be respectful to yourself, fellow students, the teacher, and classroom property.  The hat and purse policy will follow the student handbook.
· Be prepared and on time.  Always have writing utensils, books, planners, assignments, and your folder or binder.

· Be responsible.  Own your choices.
· Be honest.  Often the answers to our various activities are readily available.  Understand that cheating will not be tolerated and will not help you achieve your ultimate goal for the ACT.
· Be courteous.  Technology should only be visible or active when requested so by the instructor. Cell phones, MP3 players, etc. that are seen or heard will become behavior referrals and points will be lost from your participation.  This follows the LHS Student Handbook rules.
· Be engaged.  Participate, enjoy, focus, and produce your best work.

Classroom Rule:  Do not do anything that will disrupt the learning environment of the

 classroom. 
Assistance

If at any time you are in need of extra help, please let me know immediately.  I am available during A-lunch, between classes, and after school by appointment. Please do not wait until it is too late to get help.  For your convenience assignments are posted daily on the board and classroom website and mentioned several times during class.
Learning Opportunities

Students should expect to finish some class work at home each day.  Generally, it should not exceed 30 minutes, and often the learning opportunity will be a reading or writing assignment.  Larger projects and papers may require more time; however, if class time is being used wisely, panic situations should not arise.
Grading Policy
Evaluation:  Assignments are based on a point system where larger assignments and tests are worth more points than daily assignments and classroom activities.
Evaluation of major assignments:  For most major assignments, I will provide the rubrics or explain the expectations that I will use to assess your work.  For general reference, however, I have listed some thoughts about my expectations for assignments.

A  Like a double mocha cappuccino with whipped cream and sprinkles on top, “A” work goes above and beyond expectations.  It not only demonstrates an understanding of concepts discussed in class, but also takes risks and presents additional insights.

B  Like a really good cup of coffee, “B” demonstrates understanding of the concepts presented in class, shows thought and effort, but doesn’t take any risks or offer fresh insights.  

C  Like decaf coffee, “C” work is solid, but just doesn’t pack the punch of “A” or “B” work.  It’s competent, but not dazzling.

D  Like the murky grounds of gas-station coffee, a “D” paper is there, but leaves a bad taste.  “D” work just doesn’t hang together and probably shows lack of thought and effort.

E “The coffee is water dressed in brown” said Ani DiFranco, and I agree.  While “E” is definitely better than a zero, it is clearly not up to snuff.  “E” work is the result of careless work and poor planning.

Participation:  For each unit you can earn points by having good attendance, being punctual and prepared, not abusing pass privileges, following school rules, and being positively involved with the class activities. 
Extra Credit:  While extra credit does not replace effort on required assignments, I do believe extra work, at times, merits extra points.  I will offer various extra credit opportunities throughout the trimester.

Freebies:  As I’ll say again and again, I will not expect you to do anything I couldn’t/wouldn’t do myself.  Although I expect your work to be in on time, I know I occasionally am bogged down in work or something unexpected comes up, and I cannot correct your papers and return them to you as quickly as I’d like.  I assume the same things happen to you, so each semester, I’ll give you one “Freebie” – i.e., a one-class-day extension without penalty.  This does not apply to major or long term assignments.
***Important:  Keep all graded assignments and keep an extra copy of your essays in your hands.  I try to be very careful about keeping track of things, but occasionally something is misplaced.  Keeping your work and having extra copies is your insurance; I will not take responsibility for your failure to insure yourself.***
Late Assignments

· I accept work that is turned in on time.
· Work should be complete.  Incomplete work will not result in a grade reduction; it will be considered a zero.
· Assignments worth more that fifty points (the only assignments accepted late) will be reduced 10% per day.
Absence Policy

· On the first day back to school after an EXCUSED absence, students should check with their homework team for make-up work, look at the schedule on the board, check the online assignment calendar, and/or confirm the make-up work with me.  
· On the day students return to class, they must turn in any work that was due the day they were absent.
· Students have one day to complete any work missed during an excused absence.  Tests and quizzes must be made up within one week’s time.
· No credit will be earned for any work missed as a result of an unexcused absence (i.e., skipping).
· Major papers and assignments are due on the due date. 
Tardy Policy

· Students not in the classroom when the bell stops ringing are considered tardy.
· I  strictly follow the student handbook rules.  You are tardy in first block even if you have a pass from the office within the first 10 minutes of class.
· For each tardy, 5 points will be removed from the participation grade.
Problems
I have never had any problems with students who do their work and who follow the classroom rule.  Hopefully, you won’t have any trouble following this rule, but if you do, you may earn a verbal reprimand, a homework assignment to help you work your way through whatever is bothering you, a phone call to your parents, an after school detention, a trip to the office, or any combination of the above.  Remember:  every choice you make has a consequence.  It’s all in your control.
Course Procedures

Format of Papers:  I expect all final drafts of papers (unless written entirely in class) to be typed using only one side of the paper.  Excessive scratch-outs or whiteouts will be penalized.  Papers should be printed on white paper in black ink.  Follow all MLA format rules. Additionally, EVERY SINGLE assignment that you turn in MUST have your class number.  You will receive this class number from your teacher during the first two weeks of class.  This class number is different than your student I.D. I accept papers that are formatted correctly.
Grammar:  Knowing good grammar is essential to your success, not only in English class, but also throughout your high school career.  Grammar will be important beyond high school, in the real world, where you will have to write letters, memos, and other documents.  That said, teaching grammar always presents a conundrum:  out of context it seems artificial and pointless; in context (like in papers) it can seem too punitive.  I will review some grammatical concepts in class, and I will hold you accountable for the application of correct conventions in all your written work.  To give you practice in editing your own work, and in some papers, I will mark errors, but not fix them.  Instead, for these essays, you will have an additional GRADED assignment that will require you to type out the original complete sentence in which the error occurred; then rewrite the sentence so it is grammatically correct; and finally, write a notation about the nature of the error and the reason the change was needed.

Exams
Your exam for this class is cumulative, and I will provide you with a study guide.  The exam may require more than one day and will be given towards the end of the trimester.
Personal Statement

I am excited and proud to begin a new trimester.  The nature of this course is to challenge and push you to stretch beyond what you already know and can do.  Although I expect you to work hard this trimester, I will never give you an assignment or expect you to do anything I haven’t already done or wouldn’t/couldn’t have done myself when I was your age.  I also want to say now, because I’ll probably forget to say it later during the school year, that I appreciate your effort and value each of you as important members of the class, regardless of the grade you earn.  Your grade does not equate to your value as a person.  My wish is to help you discover and cultivate your gifts for use in a meaningful life.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Keglovitz
                                                        Senior English 12B
STUDENT: I have read the syllabus and class policies and understand them. I will honor them throughout the school year.
Student Name Printed_____________________________________________________
Signature________________________________________ Date_________________

Current Student E-mail Address (optional)________________________________________

PARENT(S) OR GUARDIAN(S): My child has discussed the syllabus and class policies with me. I will assist my child in honoring them throughout the school year.

Signature________________________________________ Date_________________

